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Astrum Helicopters - Enjoy
breathtaking aerial views
of the island and the country!
By Land: Five Blues Lake -
Discover a National Park
full of natural, verdant glory!
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Astrum Helicopters

- Experience a bird’s eye view of Belize!

You haven’t seen a tree until you’ve seen its shadow from the sky.
— Amelia Earhart

It’s amazing the view from the top, and seeing “La Isla Bonita” from this per-

spective makes one appreciate the island even more.

How do you know you are on an
island? How do you know that to the
east of our caye the Barrier Reef bor-
ders and protects us? How do you
know that to the west our caye is em-
braced by channels of deep green
mangroves and lazy, dark water-
ways? How do you know that to the
north of San Pedro the jungle meets
the water...with vast stretches of co-
conut trees and white sandy beaches
lining the shore? Have you ever
soared above the crystal clear wa-
ters, swooping down so low you can

A new level of relaxed luxury on North Beach, Ambergris Caye.

Come enjoy beachfront dining at our acclaimed
Rojo Lounge
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almost see the spots on the eagle rays
that glide beneath the shallow trans-
parent water? Once you see all of this
from the sky, you affirm what you
already know in your heart...you are
in paradise, you are surrounded by a
painter’s palette of tropical colors,
smudged and blended into rich tex-
tures, and you are sharing the same
view that our feather-winged patrons
of “La Isla Bonita” experience each

day.
Although airplane travel is no
Continued on Page 6

Selected as one of the “20 Best Escapes of the
Winter” by Travel & Leisure magazine.

.

Tropical Lounge Cuisine featuring a fusion
of fresh vibrant flavors.

Enjoy our famous frozen Mojitos and the
best stocked bar in Belize!!!

Reservations recommended.
Please call 226-4012.

Open Tuesday through Saturday
Closed Sunday & Monday

Azul Resort, North Beach, Ambergris Caye

QUESTION ‘What memory will you take with you?

T

“Seeing the sunrise with one of my kids and watching my other two excel at
snorkeling.” G. Morgan Taylor (son of WOTB), his daughter Riley and twin
sons Jackson and Hunter spent a week at The Villas @ Del Rio and plan to
return next year. Morgan works for FedEx as well as a real estate broker and
they live in Livermore, California.

WOTB will be traveling and will be back in October.
We’ll miss her, but wish her well in her travels!!!
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Astrum Helicopters

Continued from Page 3

'$‘ longer a novel experience, there are few of us who
can say we travel by helicopter. It is a thrill to expe-
rience the flight of this mechanical, bug-eyed drag-
onfly that seems to hover and maneuver so much
like the insect. The sensation is completely differ-
ent from airplane flight, especially when taking off
vertically. Inside the spacious and comfortable cabin
you experience every tilt and dip as you soar effort-
lessly above the land and sea.

Based out of Belize City, Astrum Helicopters, a
third-generation family business, offers helicopter
tours, VIP transfers and chartered flights that are
tailored to meet your specific needs. They special-
ize in transfers from Belize City to San Pedro, Am-
bergris Caye, Placencia or other destinations in Be-
lize. Their custom tours include trips to the Blue
Hole, Glovers Reef, Turneffe Islands, Victoria
Peak, 1,000 ft. Falls, Altun Ha,
Caracol and Lamanai to name a few.
They also provide specialized ser-
vices such as Search and Rescue,
aerial surveys, external load, aerial
photography and aerial filming. Al-
though they are not an emergency air-
craft they can also provide Medivac
and Evacuation services. Astrum He-
licopters also possess an AOC (Air
Operator Certificate) that permits
them to cross border airspace and
land in other countries like Mexico
and Guatemala.

It all began many, many years ago,
when Gustavo A. Giron became a pi-
lot. After learning how to fly DC-3’s,
T-6’s, T-11’s and WACO aircrafts, Gustavo Jr. and Sr.
he continued his life long love for fly-

1t’s three generations of helicopter pilots: Gustavo
Jr. at age three (center) helps his father (right)
out on the runway. Now a grown man, he and his
father pilot Astrum Helicopters and bring amaz-
ing bird’s eye view memories to many!

ing when he started his own crop-spraying
business, treating cotton fields and banana
plantations with pesticides. His passion also
included acrobatic flying. His son, Gustavo
Jr., shared the same passion for flight and
laughs that at the age of 16 he was allowed to
fly a plane but was not allowed to drive a
car. While working in the family business,
Gustavo Jr. flew a variety of planes. Now, a

Continued on Page 11
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EVERY THURSDAY - MAYAN BARBECUE
Large Buffet Featuring Ribs, Shrimp Pasta, Chicken
and a Variety of Side Dishes, Plus Live Local Band.
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Reservations Required. Call 226-2207

Located just 3 1/2 miles north of San Pedro. _ '
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Shopping in San Pedro, Part III

_$_ Continued from Page 10

Step out in style with lovely sandals courtesy of Mambo Chill Boutique...be
sure to check out the wide array of shoes and clothing available for every
occasion!

Let vour Money Work
for you while
enjoying the freedom
of International
Banlang in Belizelll

Offering up to
5%

interest on

soft spoken gentleman with a shy
smile, Gustavo Jr. has logged 10,176
flight hours in helicopters, with a
broad range of helicopter civilian
work, charters, tours, film and pho-
tography tours, external load, VIP
transportation and corporate transpor-
tation. Like his father, his career has
always been in the aviation industry.
Now that his father has passed away,
Gustavo Jr. is regarded as Gustavo
, and his son is now considered
Gustavo Jr. (technically “the 37”.)
In keeping with tradition, Gustavo Jr.
has followed in the family business

Sr.

Astrum HelicOpters couimet from page s
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footsteps.

An energetic man, Gustavo Jr.
manages their new business, Astrum
Helicopters. Gustavo Jr. explained
that when he was faced with the task
of naming the business he wanted to
use something different and meaning-
ful. He purchased a Latin dictionary
and started reading the meaning of
different words. He finally found a
word from the dictionary that he
liked; astrum -i n. [a star, or con-
stellation]. Before moving to Belize,
Gustavo Jr. lived in the US for eight

Continued on Page 13

For details about great
properties in Belize,
please contact our office:

Barrier Reef Drive

Phone: 011-501-226-4545
San Pedro Town

E-mail ambergris@btl.net
Ambergris Caye

www.ambergrisrealestate.com
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Specializing in:

Lamanai, Altun-Ha
Tubing/Belize Zoo
Watch
Beach BBQ

(Located Straight Down From The Airsorip On The Beach!!)
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Also:

Hol Chan/Shark Ray
Mexico Roeks/Tres Coros
Every Day 9am & 2pm

Tel: 226-4202 / 226-4206 or 614-8818
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$ years where he earned a Master’s

Degree in Industrial Engineering and
Operations Research. He worked as
a Strategy Consultant in New York,
and then as a Trader/Manager in New
York City.

When asked what inspired the fam-
ily to start such a business in Belize,
Gustavo Jr. explained, “My father’s
helicopter company was hired in 2002
to bring a group of individuals from
Europe to do a documentary about
Belize. They spent one week flying
with the helicopter all over Belize
gathering film and photographic foot-
age. They flew close to 20 hours gath-
ering footage for the project. My fa-
ther was amazed by the beauty of

Belize, and was amazed by the many
areas he saw from the air. At this
point the idea started to evolve, and
in late 2003 we started discussing the
possibility of opening a helicopter
company in Belize. After two years
of planning, research and permit ap-
plication processes we brought our
first helicopter to Belize in October
2005 and in June 2006 we got the fi-
nal permits to endeavor in a commer-
cial helicopter operation in Belize.”

Gustavo Jr. emphasized that
safety and professionalism is their
number one priority. Their Bell 206
B3 Jet Ranger helicopter is a world
renowned turbine powered rotary
wing aircraft and is considered to be

From an aerial view, quaint, small islands take on an even more impressive
beauty, and one can truly appreciate the wonders of nature.
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the safest, most reliable aircraft of
any kind flying throughout the world.
It holds four passengers with an av-
erage cruise speed of 100 mph.

All helicopters are equipped with
the latest avionics, communication
devices (all helicopters carry a sat-
ellite phone) and with an emergency
flotation device to land the helicopter
in water in case of an emergency.
Their pilots must have 3000 hours of
flight time and 500 of those hours
must be model specific to the Bell
Helicopter 206. They have gone to
great lengths to establish a mainte-
nance facility in Belize City with all
the necessary tools and parts to main-
tain their helicopters, and in the fu-
ture they plan to offer helicopter
maintenance services to visiting he-
licopters and/or private helicopters
registered in Belize. “Our Director
of Maintenance has extensive expe-
rience in the helicopter industry (20+
years) and has worked in both com-
mercial helicopter companies and
civil aviation authorities performing
different roles, both as an operator
of helicopters and a regulating en-
tity,” explained Gustavo Jr. “Locally,
we have hired personnel with the po-
tential to become helicopter mechan-
ics, and currently we have an appren-
tice working with us. Based on his
performance he could become a he-
licopter mechanic in two to three
years. As we grow and bring more
helicopters to Belize, we will com-
bine hiring people with extensive ex-
pertise in the helicopter industry (both
pilots and mechanics) and local can-
didates that can work with us and
develop the skills needed to become
helicopter pilots and mechanics over

Continued on Page 14
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Outside the reef: Plenty of mahi
mahi are still being caught along with
yellow eyed red snapper and grou-
per. I've seen large schools of tuna
feeding outside the reefs now.
Inside the reef: Horseyed jack are
spawning this month and are caught
easily in passes. I’ve been catching
both mutton and grey snapper in cuts
in the reef.

Flats: Silky snapper, permit, barra-
cuda and bone fish have provided an-
glers with action this week.

The Horse Eyed Jack

Horse eyed jack-similar in size
and appearance to his cousin the jack
creville, horse eyed jacks have a

more curved head and larger eyes.
These fish are known as real brawl-
ers to sports fishing anglers. I usu-
ally catch them in fast moving schools
from the surface to depths of 60 feet.
Lone horse eyed jacks can be caught
as deep as 400 feet. They can be
caught on mullet, sardines, jigging,
spoons and even flys.

When I am grouper fishing, I will
typically see schools of 10 to 20 pass-
ing right under the boat. If I am quick
enough I and can get baits down to
their depth in time, I can get at least
two on before they move on. Throw-
ing a dozen live sardines in the water
as soon as I see them sometimes can
keep them around the boat longer. By
doing this I’ve been able to land doz-
ens of these fast hard fighters in a
£0.

Like their cousins, the jack
creville, amberjack and black jack,
horseyed jack are always back break-
ing fighters that grow to a size of up
to 38 inches. Fish of 20 inches are
more common. No matter what size
they are, these fish are packed with
100 percent pure fight. And they
make a nice complement to any
barbeque grill at the end of hard day’s
fishing.

Big John happily reels in his catch, a great Horse-eyed Jack, perfect for the grill!

Astrum
Helicopters

Continued from Page 13

the years.”

As the business
grows they plan to es-
tablish regional heli-
pads on Ambergris
Caye to service dif-
ferent parts of the is-
land. By the end of the
year their second he-
licopter will be in Be-
lize, a Bell 206 L4
Long Ranger, pur-
chased new from Bell
Helicopter, which
holds six passengers
and has an average
cruise speed of 110
mph. Astrum Heli-
copters, is in the pro-
cess of finalizing new
contracts that might
increase its fleet of helicopters before the end of year.

Soaring through the sky in a helicopter is a thrilling adventure that will
never be forgotten. If you want to REALLY see this country, see it from the
sky. For more information you may contact Astrum Helicopters at 501-222-
9462, by e-mail at info@astrumhelicopters.com or go to their website at
www.astrumhelicopters.com.

Gustavo Sr., a softspoken gentleman, took us on a
most delightful helicopter ride over the island.
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